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As I arrived at church for our Bates Place Ministries 

board meeting earlier this month, I made the spontaneous decision to 

check my council mail box before heading over to the ministry center 

where our meeting was to take place.  The decision to do so proved 

providential as a letter addressed to Bates Place from the Internal 

Revenue Service was waiting for me.  In most instances, letters from 

the IRS are not met with eager anticipation, but in this case I was 

excited to see it and without delay tore it open.  The first sentence read,  

“We are pleased to inform you that upon review of your application 

for tax exempt status we have determined that you are exempt from 

Federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 

Code.”  Praise God! 

 

Although separate 501(c)(3) status for Bates Place was part of the 

original   ministry center proposal back in 2006, it was decided that a 

rather deliberate track would be taken in seeking non-profit status for 

Bates Place.    As the ministry grew and continued to be shaped by the 

Holy Spirit, the timing to pursue 501(c)(3) status became evident 

during 2010.  So with the help of many – and with special thanks to 
Marlene Iwema and Jon Kok - the necessary steps were undertaken 

that resulted in this opportunity for Bates Place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

So the question begs: what will change about Bates Place now that it is its 

own public charity?  On the surface, not much will be affected.  The 

Ministry Center will continue to live out its mission statement of helping 

those in need find spiritual and practical solutions. On a behind-the-

scenes level, there is greater flexibility in pursuing grant funding and 

foundation support. The creation of a board of directors solely focused on 

advancing Bates Place’s mission will also be invaluable through strategic 

planning and additional support to our wonderful and tireless staff and 

volunteers.   

 

So join the board in giving thanks to God for what he has done since the 

summer of 2006 in the little building along Bates Street.  Give thanks for 

this new charity status and please pray that the efforts and resources 

devoted to obtaining it will be blessed beyond our measure.  Finally, we 

ask that you pray for each individual that comes through the doors 

seeking a friendly face - the face of Christ. 
              -Joel Ruiter 

 

 

 

                               Bates Place Weekly Calendar 
 

    Monday              Tuesday      Wednesday      Thursday            Friday 
    Community 

   Dinner 5-6pm    

    

     open 

   9am-3pm 

    open 

   9am-3pm 

    CLEAR* 

11am-1pm 

  open 1-3pm 

     open 

   9am-3pm 

*CLEAR – Coalition Leadership Education and Rehabilitation 

  

 

 

 



  C.L.E.A.R. 
In the State of Michigan, there are over 13,000 returning 

citizens who leave Michigan prisons each year. A 

Department of Justice survey shows that nationally 70% of 

all offenders are re-arrested and 50% are sentenced to 

more prison time within 3 years after they are released. 

 

In 2008, after 8 years in a state prison, I prepared myself to reenter society. 

Excited, nervous, scared and hopeful, I exited the prison gates into the arms of 

a loving, caring family. My mind was clear and my heart intent on doing the 

“right thing”.  I had no idea of the obstacles that loomed ahead.  

 

My first week home was pure bliss. But as the weeks turned into months, the 

pressure and stress became more intense. Pressure to find work, mend 

relationships, reconnect with family and resist temptations became 

overwhelming. I was tempted to go back to doing what I knew best, crime. 

 

But I was determined to stay on the right track. I refused to let the devil kill, 

steal and destroy what God had planned for me. I began to seek spiritual and 

practical guidance. I began to volunteer my time and talents in order to help 

others. I began to seek out positive people doing positive things.  

 

In 2010, I connected with an organization named Coalition, Leadership, 

Education and Rehabilitation (C.L.E.A.R.). This organization is a support 

group consisting of ex-offenders, law-enforcement and service providers who 

fellowship together and discuss solutions to combat recidivism. These 

meetings aren’t for the weak at heart. They require a willingness to trust 

others with issues that affect you. The meetings also provide contacts for jobs, 

volunteer work, spiritual guidance, counseling and many other resources. 

C.L.E.A.R. has continued to be a positive force in my life. It has helped me 

acquire the skill I need to succeed. 

 

I encourage anyone who has ever been incarcerated or in trouble with the law 

to attend these meetings. C.L.E.A.R. meets at Bates Place on Thursday from 

11am to 1pm. We would be happy to welcome you. 

 

Leroy Lambert 

 
 

“Finding Practical Solutions” 

When I talk to church parishioners about the work/ministry at Bates Place, the 

number one question I am asked is, “How do you tell people about Jesus or speak 

to them about the gospel?” I usually answer that question differently from what 

they expect. 

You see, when I am ministering in the urban community, I can’t just crack open a 

Bible and start preaching the “Word” of God to them. That will ensure losing 

them right away. Before I can pour into a person, I must meet their felt needs. 

That could be speaking to Consumers Power on their behalf, helping them search 

for and/or find a job or it could be speaking to a landlord for them. 

When I take time to hear a person, speak on their behalf or help them navigate 

through the system, it gives them those three key things that everyone values: 

relevance, being a part of something, and unconditional love and acceptance. 

People are more prone to listen to a person whom they feel cares about them and 

their issues. 

With the walls that hinder communication coming down, people are more open to 

share what’s really going on in their lives. Then finding 

practical solutions becomes much easier. Laying the 

foundation for a relationship is so important in getting to the 

practical solutions of the problems that people face. It’s not 

programs that change people; it’s the relationships. 

Byran R. Blakely, Sr 

Executive Director of Bates Place Ministries 
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